
Tens of thousands of women die every 
year as a result of complications related 
to unsafe abortion. By expanding access 
to reliable, safe abortion services, we are 
helping women who want to terminate 
their pregnancy to do so safely. 
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The scale  
of the issue

Unsafe abortion remains a major 
contributing factor to maternal deaths 
across the developing world, accounting  
for at least 13% of them globally. 

Across the regions where we work,  
an estimated five women die every hour  
as a result of unsafe abortion, and around 
the world approximately 8 million women 
suffer serious complications, including 
anaemia, chronic inflammation and 
infertility, every year. 

Expanding access

“ We advocate for safe abortion 
because we know that it saves 
women’s lives, so we are helping to 
shape abortion policies in several 
countries where we work.”

In recent years, we have expanded access 
to safe abortion and made sure that more 
women can access our services in places, 
and ways, that best meet their needs. 

As well as accessing a safe abortion 
within our own centres, in some regions 
women can now terminate a pregnancy 
safely through our global social franchising 
networks, as well as through local 
pharmacists and community health  
workers who we have trained to provide 
medical abortions.

Medical abortion is a safe, non-invasive 
alternative to surgical abortion, which we 
can offer to women outside of a healthcare 
centre environment. This means women 
can have more control over when and 
where their treatment takes place. 

We have expanded access to medical 
abortion further by registering MSI-branded 
misoprostol and mifepristone for safe 
abortion and post-abortion care in many  
of the countries we work in. 

Post-abortion  
family planning

If a woman comes to us for an abortion, 
the procedure itself is just one part of the 
service we provide. We are there to offer 
emotional support, as well as post-abortion 
family planning, for all women who have  
had an abortion or miscarriage.

We can offer many different contraceptive 
options for women post abortion, including 
short-term, long-acting, and permanent 
methods, and support each women in 
choosing the best option for her, depending 
on her fertility intentions and the type of 
procedure she has had.

We treat every woman as an individual, and 
make sure we provide a warm welcome, 
and just the right balance of medical facts 
and emotional support, so that she feels 
informed and reassured about the choices 
she is making. 

Our continuing 
commitment

Offering medical abortions is allowing 
us to help many more women to end 
their pregnancies safely. Combined with 
providing women with the full range  
of contraceptive choices, in 2015 alone 
these services prevented 4 million unsafe 
abortions across the countries we work  
in. And we estimate that in 2014, we were 
providing around 19% of all abortions  
and post-abortion care in the countries 
where we’re based. 

We want to keep doing all we can to reduce 
the harm caused by unsafe abortion.  
We will keep doing this in two ways – firstly 
by increasing access to safe abortion 
services, wherever it is legal for us to do so; 
and secondly, by giving women access to 
the contraceptive options that should reduce  
the need for them resort to an unsafe 
abortion in the first place.

How we’re 
addressing it

Our teams are out working in communities 
every day, helping to prevent unintended 
pregnancies by providing women with  
a full range of contraceptive choices. 
But unintended pregnancies still occur, 
and some women will seek abortions as 
a way to address the situation they find 
themselves in. 

We want to make sure that any woman 
wanting to end their pregnancy can do so 
in a safe, affordable way. Which is why we 
are committed to offering safe abortion 
services in all the countries where we are 
legally able to. 

Protecting women from 
unsafe abortions
Our contraception services prevented 
around 6.3 million unintended
pregnancies in 2015 alone, protecting 
women who may otherwise have 
been forced to resort to an unsafe 
abortion. We also averted 4 million 
unsafe abortions, by providing women 
with access to safe, reliable treatment 
and procedures.

Medical abortion
As well as being highly effective, 
medical abortion gives women greater 
choice and flexibility over how and 
when they access safe abortion.  
A study we conducted in Vietnam 
found that it was an acceptable 
substitute for surgical methods when 
women used it at home. Medical 
abortion at home was also found to  
be just as safe as treatment carried  
out in a clinic.

Why safe abortion 
matters

By giving women access to safe abortion, 
our services make it less likely that women 
will risk their health by undergoing an 
unsafe procedure.

But the work we do also has a wider 
benefit. By enabling women to have more  
of a say over when and whether they want 
to have a child, we can help them to take 
more control over where their lives are 
heading. So they can choose to pursue  
an education, to spend more time with  
the children they already have, or to  
look after their own health. 

At a wider level, we know that increasing 
access to safe abortion also improves  
the health of families, enhances education 
rates and boosts people’s economic 
prospects. So while our services are saving 
and transforming women’s lives in a very 
personal sense, they are also making  
a difference at a community and society  
level as well. 

Naomi’s story In Zambia, law states that women seeking 
an abortion must obtain three doctors’ 
signatures, despite the country having  
only 1,500 doctors out of 16.2 million 
people. Having dropped out of school 
to have her first child, when Naomi fell 
pregnant for a second time, aged 18, she 
felt she had no option but to take matters 
into her own hands.

“I knew I was breaking the law but  
I resorted to unsafe abortion because  
of pressure from my family. My parents  
said they would kick me out unless I had  
an abortion. My boyfriend said he would 
leave me unless I aborted. Everyone said  
I would amount to nothing as I would never 
go back to school again.”

After three failed attempts to induce 
an abortion, Naomi paid a ‘back-street’ 
abortionist K70 ($10) for an unsafe 
procedure. It was a decision with  
devastating consequences. 

“That evening I felt sick, and then the 
pregnancy came out. The blood came  
out for three days. On the fourth day  
I was arrested, after my friend reported  
me to the police. I spent three days in  
the cells, and then I was taken to court.  
I was sentenced to two years in prison  
for aborting a five months old pregnancy 
using traditional herbs.”

“I was sentenced to 
two years in prison.”
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